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SUBJ: GUATEMALAN PRESIDENT CONEIRMS UNWILLINGNESS ACCEPT US 
MILITARY AID AS LONG AS HUMAN RIGHTS REPORTS ARE A 
CONDITION 

REE: GUATEMALA 2986 

1. COMUSMILGP AND POLITICAL COUNSELOR CALLED MAY 16 ON PRESIDENT 
LAUGERUD'S SENIOR MILITARY AIDE, COL. GUILLERMO DE LA CRUZ, IN 
EFFORT CLARIFY GUATEMALAN POSITION ON US MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE FOR FY 1978, IN LIGHT MARCH NOTE REJECTING ANY 
"CONDITIONED" AID AND MAY 12 LETTER FROM COS EXPRESSING DESIRE 
TO CONTINUE IMETP (REFTEL). 

2. DE LA CRUZ EXPRESSED SURPRISE AND DISMAY AT NEWS THAT US 
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CONGRESS MIGHT ELIMINATE ANY APPROPRIATION EOR FURTHER MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO GUATEMALA AND INDICATED UNCERTAINTY AS TO WHAT 
"CONDITIONED" AID MEANT. HE EXCUSED HIMSELF FOR A MOMENT TO 
CONSULT WITH THE PRESIDENT AND ON RETURNING USHERED US OFFICERS 
IN TO SEE PRESIDENT LAUGERUD. 

3. PRESIDENT SAID, IN EEFECT, GOG MEANT WHAT IT SAID IN ITS 
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NOTE LAST MARCH. AT ONE POINT HE SAID IT COULD NOT PERMIT 
ANY COUNTRY TO SIT IN JUDGMENT ON GUATEMALA; IF JUDGMENT WERE 
NECESSARY, LET THE UN OR THE OAS DO THE JUDGING, AND GUATEMALA 
CAN DEFEND ITSELF. AT ANOTHER POINT HE IMPLIED THAT 
DEPARTMENT'S REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS IN GUATEMALA WAS NOT SO 
OBJECTIONABLE IN ITSELF, BUT CITATION BY THE REPORT OF STATE- 
MENTS BY AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL, A PRIVATE ORGANIZATION WITH 
NO LEGAL STANDING, WAS TOTALLY UNACCEPTABLE. (EMBOFE POINTED 
OUT SEC. 502B.(B)(I) GIVES AI STATUS AND WAS BASIS FOR ITS 
CITATION IN DEPARTMENT'S REPORT.) US OFFICERS SAID THAT 
BARRING SOME UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENT IN US LEGISLATIVE PROCESS, 
ALL US MILITARY ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN GUATEMALA WOULD 
TERMINATE ON SEPTEMBER 30. PRESIDENT SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT, 
AND DID NOT EXPECT ANY CHANGE IN US CONGRESSIONAL SENTIMENT. 

4. PRESIDENT LAUGERUD WAS WARM AND CORDIAL THROUGHOUT 
CONVERSATION AND SAID NO ONE IN US SHOULD HAVE IMPRESSION 
GUATEMALA WAS REJECTING US AID. HE DREW A DISTINCTION BETWEEN 
REJECTION AND AN INABILITY TO ACCEPT. GOG SIMPLY COULD NOT 
ACCEPT AID OFEERED UNDER CONDITIONS STATED IN THE INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE ACT, WHICH HE SAID HE HAD CAREFULLY READ. 

HE PERSONALLY REGRETTED THIS DEVELOPMENT, ESPECIALLY WITH 
REGARD TO IMETP, WHICH HE REGARDED AS FAR MORE IMPORTANT THAN 
ARMS SALES, BECAUSE ARMS DO NOT LAST WHEREAS MEMORIES, 
IMPRESSIONS, FRIENDSHIPS FORMED DURING TRAINING IN THE 
US ENDURE - AS HIS HAD. HE VOLUNTEERED THAT HE WAS AWARE 
PRESIDENT CARTER WAS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS LAW, THAT HE 
HAD INHERITED IT FROM PRESIDENT FORD, WHO HAD ONLY 
RELUCTANTLY ACCEPTED IT FROM CONGRESS. HE KNEW THE KEY ROLE 
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OF CONGRESS IN US POLITICAL SYSTEM AND STRENGTH OF SENTIMENT 
IN CONGRESS ON THIS ISSUE. HE EXPRESSED GRATITUDE FOR US 
HELP IN THE PAST AND SAID US ACTION WOULD IN NO WAY AFFECT 
"FRIENDSHIP, AFEECTION, AND RESPECT " GUATEMALA HOLDS FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. 
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